
 

The Recording Institute of Detroit           July 2011 –  June 2012 Catalog 15A     Page  1 

THE RECORDING I NSTITUTE OF DETROIT 

PROGRAM & COURSE CATALOG 1 5 A 
JULY 2011 – JUNE 2012 

THE RECORDING 
INSTITUTE OF DETROIT is 
owned and operated by 
THE RECORDING 
INSTITUTE OF DETROIT, 
INC., 14611 E. Nine Mile 
Rd., Eastpointe, MI 48021.

 

The school operated under 
license by The Michigan 
Department of Licensing 
and Regulatory Affairs 
(formerly Michigan 
Department of Energy, 
Labor and Economic 
Growth). See Page 15 for 
staff contact information. 

Catalog 15A  
July 2011- June 2011 

Original design by Robert 
Dennis, Founder, 
Recording Institute of 
Detroit, Inc. 

Cover Art by Shawnee 
Brown, Promotions 

Text Layout by Daniel 
Dennis, President, 
Instructor, Recording 
Institute of Detroit Inc. 

Drawn Art by Dayle Dick, 
RID Graduate, Class 
Assistant 2004 

Additional Layout and 
Revisions by Robert 
Dennis, Jr. 
Robert@RobertDennis.com

  

This is to certify that this 
catalog is true and correct 
in content and policy. 

©Copyright 2011 
Recording Institute of 
Detroit, Inc. All Rights 
Reserved. 

Revision 15.1.0  

 
Introduction 
     Recording Institute of Detroit training is 
characterized by small classes and 
individual attention.  
     Recording Institute of Detroit offers five 
educational programs that vary from an 
introduction to the recording arts & audio 
theory (less than one week of attendance 
required), to comprehensive multi-course 
programs (that could require up to 9 
months of attendance). 
     Extensive educational support is 
provided via the web resources of our 
associated web-services company, 
Alexander Magazine 
(www.alexandermagazine.com) via posting 
of all course theory content, added 
additional study modules, audio/video 
demonstrations, question and answer 
forums, plus online testing.  
     Recording Institute of Detroit has been 
operating as a recording arts trade school 
in music and audio production for over 30 
years and constantly updates its programs 
and facilities to teach the latest techniques 
and technology. Whether you are seeking 
training to make better home recordings, 
become a professional recording engineer 
or producer, release and market your own 
music or perform any of the many functions 
in the music and audio fields, RID can be 
the right school for you.  
Optional Training Schedules 

Program scheduling is designed to allow 
training schedules while maintaining current 
employment. Students can train on either 
of the following schedules for most program 
instruction: 
Day Schedule: Students attend classes 4 
classes a week in the morning. 
Evening Schedule: Students attend 1-3 
classes weekday evenings.  
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The following programs are described more fully in this catalog: 
• Pro Audio Specialist Program - 30 clock hours  
• Recording Techniques I Program - 40 clock hours 
• Associate Recording Engineer/Producer Program - 128 clock hours 
• Music Producer Program - 136 clock hours  
• Recording Engineer Program - 176 clock hours (Associate Program 
is prerequisite) 
Students who complete classes that are part of more than one 
program will be credited for those classes completed should they take 
the other program(s).   

 

Student Session  

RID Motown Heritage Training 

 

The Recording Institute Of Detroit 
delivers recording arts training in 
the Motown Heritage of quality.  
75% of their mid-1960's releases 
were hits because they demanded 
the best songs, the best 
performance, the best mixing, the 
best mastering, the best sound. 
We train our students to be more 
than competent, more than just 
good, but some of the best in the 
industry. 
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2011-2012 TRAINING PREVIEW 

 
After a student graduates from a program, the theory and 
techniques learned must be put to use.  It's time for the 
graduate to plan and prepare for exactly the type of job one 
wants to do.  Help comes from professionals in the field and 
additional study through internship, mentorship or additional 
private lessons. Any successful graduate has undergone this 
degree of training & preparation. For the 2011-2012 school 
year (beginning July, 2011) the Recording Institute of Detroit 
will be increasing the opportunities for prost-graduate study in 
the Motown Heritage.    
Private Lessons 
Maybe the graduate wants to get better at songwriting, at 
mixing, at mastering, at production, at marketing or at any 
nook or cranny in the industry.  Private lessons with a 
seasoned pro can go a long way to hone your shills and to 
develop your professional chops. RID maintains an 
instructional staff of experts in the field.  Contract the school 
office for pricing and more information. 
Seminar Series  
To understand the techniques more fully, a seminar can 
concentrate more fully on a specialty subject matter in the 
field.  The 2011-2012 seminars are organized both by the 
school and by contract with outside professionals in the field.  
Seminars are already scheduled for mastering, songwriting 
and field success.  Additional seminars in mixing and 
production are planed for the new year.  Contract the school 
office for pricing and more information.  
Mentorships 
When a graduate combines lab time at the school facilities 
with a bank of private lessons from professionals, the 
professional/teacher begins to mentor the graduate in the 
field.  A mentorship can be the most effective way to enter 
the field at a higher level than "entry level."  Contract the 
school office for pricing and more information.       

Financing is available! 
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2011-2012  

PROGRAM AND COURSE 

DESCRIPTIONS 

Choosing the Right Program 

The five different Recording Institute of Detroit programs vary greatly 
in length and "depth" of study, meaning that you can match your 
training with your personal industry or career goals. The following list 
of programs will give you information about program length, cost and 
how graduates use the knowledge in their industry activates after 
graduation. Information about the individual classes is contained in 
the program descriptions.  

PRO AUDIO SPECIALIST PROGRAM (PAS) 
Tuition: $499* Books:  $50 

(optional) 
Clock Hours: 30 

Completion Schedule: 3-4 weeks 
Prerequisites: Students must pass a Wonderlic Scholastic Level 
Exam with a 16 or better score. 
*Includes $79 Enrollment Fee  
Retake Class In Another Specialty: 50% discount 

 

PROGRAM CONTENT: 
Theory Section: (21 Clock Hours) 
Students study essential audio and recording theory representing 
the minimum theory that needs to be mastered for employment. 
Training includes the basics of sound, microphones, mixers and 
consoles, dynamic processing, equalization, effects, mixing, 
equipment interconnection, sound reinforcement, analog/digital 
recording, MIDI production, DAW production, and mastering. 
Students take a comprehensive final exam via the web or on 
campus. Students learn the theory by interactive study modules at 
home, or on campus, using the World Wide Web or interactive 
discs.  
Alternate Off Campus Theory Study: (21 Clock Hours) 
Students may study PAS Theory online or by interactive disc for a 
fee of $149.00. Students passing the final theory examination 
online may enter a campus class with a 50% tuition discount.  
Practical Hands-On Section: (9 Clock Hours) 
Students are exposed and work with basic techniques for the 
specialty featured in the individual courses. Courses are available 
in the specialties of Band Recording, Pro Tools Basics, and Cubase 
Basics. See individual course descriptions for a more in-depth 
description.  
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Lab Time:  
Students not requiring campus time for study may, at their option, 
book up to 8 hours of computer lab time (or 4 hours band 
recording time) for personal projects or practice at no added 
charge. Added lab time may be purchased. ($50 for 4 hours) 
Suggested Training For: 
The Pro Audio Special program represents the minimum essential 
training for employment or internship in the field working in 
recording, project production, or sound reinforcement.  

COURSE CONTENT: 
Choose one of 3 different classes. 
Pro Audio Specialist Band Recording Course:

 

Theory Section: (21 Clock Hours) - Students study PAS theory 
interactively on or off campus per program description.  
Practical Hands-On Section: (9 clock hours) 
Hands-on demonstrations with student participation include studio 
setup, control room setup and a band recording session.  
Pro Audio Specialist Pro Tools Course:

 

Theory/Practical Hands On Training: (30 clock hours) 
Students attend 21 hours of campus classes in the basic PAS 
theory and 9 hours of classes with hands-on Pro Tools 
assignments in the school's computer lab. Students learn, through 
hands-on assignments, basic computer skills, creating Pro Tools 
sessions, Pro Tools recording, editing, MIDI Production mixing & 
automation 
Pro Audio Specialist Cubase Course:

 

Theory Section: (21 Clock Hours) - Students study PAS theory 
from Web or Interactive disc per program description. 
Practical Hands On Training: (9 Clock Hours) - Students learn, 
through hands-on assignments, basic computer skills, Creating 
Cubase sessions, Cubase recording, editing, MIDI Production 
mixing & automation. 

 

Students, Assistant Instructor in class. (MPC 19) 
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RECORDING TECHNIQUES I PROGRAM (RTI)

 
Tuition*: $999 Books: $119 Clock Hours: 40 

Prerequisites: A 16 or better score on a Wonderlic Scholastic Level 
Exam or successful completion of Pro Audio Specialist. 

Completion Schedule: 5 or 12 weeks 

*Includes $149 enrollment fee. Students who previously completed any Pro 
Audio Specialist Course receive a prior training discount of $200.00 

 
PROGRAM CONTENT AND DESCRIPTIONS: 
Students study use of recording and sound reinforcement 
equipment including studio/stage setup of real instruments, with 
monitoring, recording, overdub & mixing using Pro Tools and a 
digital console. Students complete one course to complete the 
program  
Theory Section (25 clock hours): In depth theory of recording and 
sound techniques with assignments, quizzes, and final examination.

 

Practical Hands-On Training (15 clock hours): Working in crews 
or individually, the students practice and complete band recording, 
overdubbing and mixdown projects. 
Lab Time: Students may, at their option, book up to 8 hours of 
campus recording facility use for personal projects or practice or 16 
hours of computer lab use. Additional lab time may be purchased 
($50 per 4 hours). 
Suggested Training for: Essential training for live sound and 
recording technicians.  

COURSE CONTENT: 
Section 1 -  Recording Techniques Overview: Students study 
the basics of studio and control room setup for recording, theory 
behind sound hearing, and mixing technique. (10.5 clock hours) 
(May be bypassed if PAS is completed)  
Section 2 -  Audio and Microphone Theory Lectures: Students 
study microphone selection and placement for recording, as well as 
both console and audio workstation theory & operation. (7 clock 
hours) 
Section 3 –  Console and Mixing Techniques: Through lectures, 
demonstrations and hands-on assignments students learn 
fundamental music mixing techniques. (10.5 clock hours) 
Section 4 -  Recording Theory and Practical: Through lectures, 
demonstrations and hands-on assignments students learn 
fundamental recording techniques. (14 clock hours) 
Section 5 -  Review And Final Examination – Student completes 
a final examination within seven (7) days of last class.  
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ASSOCIATE RECORDING 
ENGINEER/PRODUCER PROGRAM (ARE) 

Tuition*: $2397 Books: $199 Clock Hours: 128 

Prerequisites: A 16 or better score on a Wonderlic Scholastic Level 
Exam or successful completion of Pro Audio Specialist. 

Completion Schedule: 3 to 6 Months 

*Includes $279 enrollment fee and multiple course discounts. Students who 
previously completed Recording Techniques I receive a prior training 
discount of $800.00 

 

PROGRAM CONTENT AND DESCRIPTIONS: 
Students study recording and sound reinforcement equipment 
including studio/stage setup of real instruments, with monitoring, 
recording, overdub & mixing using Pro Tools and a digital console. 
Students also learn the basics of music theory as applied in popular 
production and the basic of the Music Business. Students learn 
electronic production techniques and demonstrate individual 
competency in recording & Mixing.  
Suggested Training for: Essential training for project recording 
engineer/producers. Students desiring entry level positions in the 
audio and music field as an associate recording engineer, production 
assistant, project studio recordist or a wide variety of jobs in the 
audio and music field. 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: 
(Students must complete all three classes) 

Recording Techniques I Course:

 

(Individual class tuition $999 + 
$119 materials charge) Clock Hours: 40 
See Recording Techniques I program for course description.  
Introduction to Music Course: (individual class tuition: $799 + 
$39 materials charge) Clock Hours: 48 
Taught in two sections, students first learn essentials of music 
theory including scales, chord progressions and basic use of 
harmony. Students then learn the basic of music theory, including 
copyright law, recording contacts, music publishing & other music 
business essentials.  
Production Techniques I Course (Individual class tuition $999 + 
$129 materials charge) Clock Hours: 40 
Taught in two sections, students first learn to program and use 
Musical Instrument Digital Interface (MIDI) techniques for music 
productions. In the second section students get competency 
certification on every aspect of band recording and in mixdown.  



 

The Recording Institute of Detroit           July 2011 –  June 2012 Catalog 15A     Page  9 

 
MUSIC PRODUCER PROGRAM (MP) 

Tuition*: $2649 Books: $249 Clock Hours: 136 

Prerequisites: A 16 or better score on a Wonderlic Scholastic Level 
Exam or successful completion of Pro Audio Specialist. 

Completion Schedule: 3 to 6 Months 

*Includes $279 enrollment fee and multiple course discounts. Students who 
previously completed requisite classes receive a prior training discount of 
$800.00 per class and possible materials discount.  

 

PROGRAM CONTENT AND DESCRIPTIONS: 
Students not having any RID recording program first take Recording 
Techniques I to learn basic audio theory and recording/mixing skills. 
Over the other two courses, students learn the technical and 
marketing functions that must be mastered to successfully release 
and market regional music product. Students study advanced 
mixing and mastering techniques using software by Digidesign, 
Steinberg and Izotope. Students also learn to market product 
through the web and use of social networks as well as planning and 
executing the promotion of musical events.  
Suggested Training for: Complete training for the project 
recording engineer and/or music producer. Production assistant for 
production companies or labels. 

COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: 
(Students must complete all three classes) 

Recording Techniques I Course:

 

(Individual class tuition $999 + 
$119 materials charge) Clock Hours: 40 
See Recording Techniques I program for course description.  
Computer Music Technology Course: (Individual class tuition 
$1199.00 + $119 materials charge). Clock Hours: 48   
This course has two sections. In the first section, the student learns 
advanced mixing techniques using two different DAW programs (by 
Digidesign and Steinberg). The second section is complete training 
on mastering techniques. The student is taught to achieve a 
professional quality mixed and mastered product.   
Production & Marketing Course:

 

(Individual class tuition $899 + 
$119 materials charge) Clock Hours: 48  
Students learn to plan manufacturing, packaging design, distribution 
and promotion of music releases. Web promotion using social 
networking and dedicated music sites are demonstrated with do and 
don’t guidelines. The planning and promotion of live music events is 
also taught in this course.   
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RECORDING ENGINEER PROGRAM (RE) 
Tuition*: $3899 Books: $349 Clock Hours: 176 

Prerequisites: A 16 or better score on a Wonderlic Scholastic Level 
Exam or successful completion of Pro Audio Specialist. 

Completion Schedule: 6 to 9 Months 

*Includes $279 enrollment fee and multiple course discounts. Students who 
previously completed requisite classes receive a prior training discount of 
$800.00 per class and materials discounts of $100 per class.  

PROGRAM CONTENT AND DESCRIPTIONS: 

Students not having any RID recording program first take Recording 
Techniques I to learn basic audio theory and recording/mixing skills. 
Students also complete Production Techniques I to learn music 
arrangement, MIDI Production, and to gain competence as a 
Recording Engineer to the standard of an Associate Recording 
Engineer. Students study advanced mixing and mastering 
techniques using software by Digidesign, Steinberg and Izotope. 
Students study post-production and large studio techniques in 
addition to more advanced techniques needed for a Recording 
Engineer. 
Suggested Training for: Essential training for those working in 
post-production and other large scale studios. Recording Engineer 
positions in smaller project studios and second recording engineer 
positions in larger studio facilities. 
COURSE DESCRIPTIONS: 

(Students must complete all three classes) 

Recording Techniques I Course:

 

(Individual class tuition $999 + 
$119 materials charge) Clock Hours: 40 
See Recording Techniques I program for course description.  
Production Techniques I Course:

 

(Individual class tuition $999 + 
$119 materials charge) Clock Hours: 40 
See Associate Recording Engineer Music Producer Program for 
course description.  
Computer Music Technology Course: (Individual class tuition 
$1199.00 + $119 materials charge). Clock Hours: 48   
See Music Producer Program for course description.  
Recording Techniques II Course: (Individual class tuition 
$1199.00 + $119 materials charge) Clock Hours: 48  
The class is in two sections featuring advanced techniques used in 
larger recording studios and post-production studios. The first 
section covers audio production/post-production using DAW 
programs by Digidesign and other manufacturers. The second 
section covers advanced recording and mixing techniques for large-
format recording consoles.  
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INTERNSHIP 
Fees*: $200 Books: None Clock Hours: 50 

Prerequisites: Successful completion of a Program. 

Completion Schedule: Individual 

*Fees cover administration and costs associated with interning. This service 
is free for Recording Engineer Program graduates.  

The internship is not a licensed program but an optional post -graduate 
service for students. Students must complete a minimum of 50 hours 
interning in the field or as an independent recor ding engineer / producer / 
promoter.  

 

PROGRAM AND COURSE TUITION 
CALCULATIONS 

This section is included as a courtesy to help students plan their education 
and tuition costs. Should there be any questions feel free to contact 
admissions during the office  hours listed later in the catalog. 

Programs: 
Program Tuition 

Cost 
Already 

Completed 
Tuition 

Discount 
Actual 
Tuition 

Pro Audio Spec $499 None - $499 
Rec Tech I $999 None - $999 
Rec Tech I $999 Pro Audio Spec $200 $799 
Ass Rec Eng/Prod $2397 None - $2 397 
Ass Rec Eng/Prod $2397 Rec Tech I $800 $1597 
Music Producer $2649 None - $2697 
Music Producer $2649 Rec Tech I or Ass 

Rec Eng/Prod 
$800 $1849 

Music Producer $2649 Rec Tech I and 
Rec Engineer 

ONLY P&M 
needed 

$899 

Rec Engineer $3899 None - $3899 
Rec Engineer $3899 Rec Tech I $800 $3099 
Rec Engineer $3899 Music Producer $1600 $2299 
Rec Engineer $3899 Ass Rec Eng/Prod

 

$1600 $2299 
Rec Engineer $3899 Ass Rec Eng/Prod 

and  Music Prod 
ONLY RTII 

needed 
$1199 

Classes: 
Course : Part of Program :

 

Tuition : Books : 
Pro Audio Spec Pro Audio Spec $499 $50 
Rec Tech I Rec Tech I, Ass Rec 

Eng/Prod, M usic Prod , 
Rec Engineer 

$999 $119 

Intro to Music Ass Rec Eng/Prod $799 $39 
Production 
Techniques I 

Ass Rec Eng/Prod, Rec 
Engineer 

$999 $119 

Computer Music 
Technolog ies 

Music Prod , Rec 
Engineer 

$1199 $119 


